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OCCASION of the PRESENT SCARCITY ; 


at , 
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Being talen rom the Story 0 our Saviour's. 

. naracalouſly feeding Five Thouſand Perſons 

: _ Five Barley Loaues and Tuo ſmall 
ITT RY . N : 


- 


IT cannot be unfeaſonable to devote the 
preſent Sunday Reading (for Auguſt, 1793) 
to the conſideration of the ſtory of our Savi- 
vur's miraculouſly feeding five thouſand per- 
ſons with five barley loaves, and two ſmall _. 
fiſhes, as it is related in the ſixth chapter of 
Go 
9 {3 Jeſus 
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Jeſus having been engaged (as, we read in 
oy former chapter) bot E. r ide 
and in teaching the people, after the/e things 
went overthe 72 of Galilee, ' And a great mul- 
titude followed ham, becauſe they ſau the mi- 
racles which he\did on them that were diſeaſed. 


The multitude in thoſe. days were much 
hke the multitude now; they did not follaw 
Chriſt, on account of the good inſtruction 
they got from him, or the excellence they 
ſaw in his character, but becauſe they ſau the 
miracles which he did on- them that were di. 
eaſed. \ Their aſtoniſhment was excited, and 

their natural feelings alſo were called forth 
by theſe acts of mercy; and it was the manner 
of our Saviour, when he had thus gained their- 
attention, to turn his beneficence to,their bo. 
dies to the benefit of their ſouls, by-preaching 
to the crowds whom his miracles had colletted. _ 


Let it therefore be here remarked by the 
way, that the beſt mode of ſhewing charity 
to the poor is that of which our Saviour has 
ſet the example; I mean the uniting chari- 
eee mien inſtruttion both to- 
* gether, for many, a one may, take from the 
eme hand which, has, given. him, bread, a 
bile, or ſome religious bogk, which, may 
prove, a far greater benefit than all the money 
| which he may have received: —Hoſpitals.to. 
| which chapels are annexed, are to be pra} ed 


(585) 

en account of their uniting theſe two prin- 
_ Eiples: the fick man goes thither indeed 
2 on] 46 be cured of his bodily dil. 
a Cho; vol ik by ſick people who applied 
attending the chapel he 
1 ob 1 like ſome 81 them, an ever-" 
by z bench to His ſoul. Such hoſp itals 
1 to be very liberally ſubſcribed, to h 
chfiſtians, for it is plain that they are toon. 

ed In the "rue ſpirit of chriſtianity. 


Bur to proceed” with our preſent, Rory : 
When e then ed up hs | I 2280 aw 7. 


5 % 1 Fat ſong Firs al Hat 
95 ence Nha we buy bread ! 8 
ay cat? And t 10 hi 


s he fad th ove him, for 
4 e knew what 1 240% 4 Jo 


Philip. had ſeen Chrik bes thi Get, and 
A numberleſs miracles ; this. asien is 
therefore put to kim with the view of prov- 
ing whether he Rad theteby learn to believe 
fully in Chriſt; and whether he thou RY | 
"the e eſus, Who had feltored th 
. feed the hungry allo. 


n offch pleaſes \ Cod to prod " in 1 | 
in like manner to 3 e ur faltk. | 
e trials ought to be conk dered as ſent 
t6'us:pHtneip A Tor Ae end e hade not 
indeed, "Hike nip, beheld zay "aftual b 
ratles in theſe days, and yet #HYk>* We 
| A3. | have 


have already witneſſed | many wo nderfu) 
interferences, of Providence in behalf of our 
nation. 1483 2 R I 
17 year 1785. when Inden ſeemed 
lively to be deſtroyed through the riots 
which prevailed, it pleaſed God to ſtop 
that tremendous evil, and to e 722 
| the proſperity | of this. nation. Not hong 
{ -  fince_our king, Was reſtored to Us, alma 
| by a miracle! Many dangers of invaſion or 
U inſurrection which lately. 99 855 ſunpoſed to 
_ _ - "threaten us, "have ao 
ed aw dep We N 1 5 iy. 1 


„0 


ſe t all in. 
! e as a call, to e 
5 ment of our 81 ins; 0 FA 7) 
k Philip, are tru ie difcip les, wer may. Je 
on it 3, o as a trial al of r "Faith ap 2 0 a an 
ent that is ſerit to prove, ug, by whic it 
" - may even pleaſe God, in one way or ot 
; \ 16 us 2057 e he ell #17 eaay knows 
j. > 1? tüm 268 am 


| 
5 3 5 anſwered ME wo plas iii, 
29 {reads 290 10 Huſſrien, * e 
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. 
al A penny in thoſe days was equal to about 
ar eceeight- pence of our money, and was the coni- 
mon day's wages of a labouring man; money 
being indeed much more valuable then than 


d it is now. Two hundred pence were there- 

8 fore equal to about ſeven of our pounds ſter- 

p ling, which was a far greater ſum than Chriſt « 

it and all his apoſtles could have raiſed among 
them, as appears from Philip's mode o 

| ſpeaking of it. Since therefore all the mo- 

r ney which could be got together from the 

"44.8 whole party of diſciples would not be /uf- 

: . fictent to buy ſo much bread that every one 

p of the multitude might take alittle, The 

. caſe appeared deſperate to Philip, who does 

> nat ſeem at this moment to have been fuf- 

/ ficiently aware of the wonderful power of 

: Chriſt, PEAR 5 7 

t lone of has diſciples Andrew, Simon Peter's 

I SGrother, faith unto him, there 1s a lad ere 

JE which hath five barley loaves and tue ſmall 

fiſhes, but what are they among ſo many? And 

 Fejus ſaid, Make the men fit 7 Now there 


- 


"was muck graſs in the' place. So the men ſat 
* down, in number about five thouſand. ' © 


What ſoever ſtraits we may be in, our duty 
is always to do as we are bid in the, ſcrip- 
tures, and then to leave the event th AI. 

mighty power and wiſdom. At Chriſt's 
command the men fat down, though they 
* ao A 5 Kg 4 '.R? -. 4 did 
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1 
did not at all ſee how they could be fed. 
Juſſ'ſo let us be anxious only to know what 
it becomes us to do. in our preſent circum- 
ſtances; caſting all our cares on Him bo is 
able to provide for us. | Focal 


** — 
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And Jeſus took the loaves, and when he had. 
given thanks he diſtributed to his diſciples. 
What! did he give thanksalſo? and for this 
little pittance? FE it be further remarked, 
that theſe thanks were given for barley loaves, 
to which were added indeed a few of the 
{imulleſt fiſhes, which are generally of the 
worſt and moſt common fort. Ah! how 
many rich perſons are there who, in. this ir- 
religious age, have left off this chriſtian cuſ- 
tom of giving thanks, even before they. fit 
down to the moſt abundant meals! And I 
muſt ſay equally to the N how many of 
you are there who neglett grace before your 
meat, and how many of you are there like- 
wiſe, who, if the ſame barley bread was pre- 
ſented to you which was offered to the Savi- 
our of the world, inſtead of giving thanks as 
| he did, would be ready rather to complain; 
not chuſing, even in a time of ſcarcity, to eat 
g bread that is not wheaten! So little do 
many both of the rich and poor deſerye that 
chriſtian name to which all nevertheleſs lay 
claim, and fo little do any of us poſſeſs of 
that patient, and humble, and . 
which diſtinguiſhed Chriſt and his apoſt 
p E 
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| fully ſatisfied 
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Were that Jeſus * ded to diſtri- 
but bes 9 the die ciplos, and the difeiples 
to them that were ſat trwon, and Vhewiſe of tb. 
as meh hi they would; and it appears that 
as the diſciples gave out the bread; our Ga. 
viour, by a moſt extraordinary miracle, cauſed 
it continually to increaſe as 1t paſſed through 


their hands, ſo that the whole en was 


ſufficiently fed by it. 


'What an aſtoniſhing mirtols was this | Here 
were five thouſand BH te, many ofthem help. | 
leſs worgen and children , Who ſat down hungry | 
and faint, without any E gating | 

ving 


Fg 


nouriſhment ; and who roſe up 


fed they koew not how, ſo as to be ” Apna 
to. their ra and to have thotr hunger 


But what, are we * N a bp 0 the miracle? 
| it is recorded, as in fact x is; in all the 
four Eyangeliſts? We may learn from it in 
firſt place the greatneſs of 24 fo ver of Chr it. | 
It I, another added to all that went 
before, of his Nabe indeed the Son of God. 
He wrought all manner of N the blind + 
retetved their fight, he lame tee, the lepers 
were aleanſed at his command, and even the 
winds and the ſeas obeyed: Hin. He caft out 
devili hy his word, the very angels of Ged alſo 
are fd 10 tex os p Him. * Rim iderd ord 


/ 


20.4 00.3 9 
amade the world. No wonder then that Fo 
whole Kingdom of nature is ſubjett to Him: 
the kingdom of providence; is placed in his 
hands alſo,, and it is He who is made head | 
Wo the kingdom of grace; ſor the government | 
is on his ſhoulders : all power is given Him both 


7 Inaeaven and earth, It is in him to . ns.” 
at is in bim to deſtroy. | 


But we may learn from this miracle in the 
next place, in what manner it is that Chri ſt is 
vont to exerciſe his power. Ii is ſaid in an- 
other: part of Scripture, that when Chriſt ſaw . 
the multitudes who followed. him he had cem. 

_ paſſion on them, and that he 8 16 1 ſend them 
Home fa 27 8 teft they Should faint | a the way, for | 
| divers of them came from far. hat exceed- bi 
ingly great mercy 40 we diſcover in the cha. 
. er of, our Saviour! the more 5.08 examine 
it in ev the more compaſſion do we 
find: ey pork, regarded the = of men. 
but he; felt (as we all.opght, to do) for their 
bodies alſo, and his tender mind therefore led 
him peculiarly to concern himſelf for that 
part of his , hearers who. had walked a long 
Way, left. they ſhould be weary before 164 \ | 
ot home, — ſhould thus. {ſuffer in any re- 
ſee by their hayzng gone after .Chriſt, ere 
then is a hint given us, that no man need be 
afrajd of any real miſchief or inconvenience 
en to him, by his becoming a fol- 


lower 


2 
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lower of Chriſt *. | It 5s not impoſſible that 
ſome of the worldly friends or connections of 


_ multitudes, would charge them with indaſcre- 
tion and folly fox venturing ſo far from home 
in company with this extraordi perſon, 


and might eve laugh at them and ſay, that 
they minded Chriſt more than their 3 
een 
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their ordinary matters and having ſuffitient timo 
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miſunderſtanding this part of the 5 In this 
inſtance a great prophet, ho was alfo the long- 


ack he went abd6ut working- miracles as well as | 


inſtructing the people: it / therefore became the 
duty of men for à time even to quit their work, 
that they might do honour to this Divine Teacher 
as well as view his miragles and receive the truth , 
from his lips: conſequently this multztude being 
in the way of duty, werr ſo far . al- 
lowed to ſtarve while * following Chris, that a 
miracle was wrought in their behalf, No miracles 
however will now be wrought for thoſe, Who 
merely on ſome religious pretence break off their 
proper and neceſſary » ork; thus expoſing beth 
themſelves and their families to ſuffer want. And 
yet let us take care that this caution be rightly 
and fairly unde food alſo. We ate blaming __ 
thoſe, who under the mere preſext of attendance 

on religious worſhip, indulge either their curĩoſmy 

to hear, ſome favourite preacher, or elſe their 

ſloth, and, not thoſe. who being induſtrious in 


lor 


( 2 ) 
food. The event Wr all 
d, real 
it 


_ / ſuch worldly {coffers a oners were mil. 
taken, for Chriſt took it upon himſelf to 
Provide for the whole multitude that came 
after him. ee Ne 


A caſe not unlike this often happens now. 
When a man begins to be very conſcientious, 
ſtrict, and truly religious, reſolving hence- 
Forth to follow Chriſt, his worldly friends are 
apt to think him raſh and imprudent in not 
keeping ſo cloſely to his worldly intereſt as 
he dd Lefore: 1 him begm to ſacrifice 


or hazard many a thing for Chriſt's Eke, juſl 
as this craud hazarded their dinner, znd theſe 
unbelieving people therefore axe r to re- 
buke the religious man and ſay, * hy wall 
you venture {0 much for religion 7 Why don't 
ybu mind the main chance? Why are you 
{ach a fool as to feruple taking a little un- 
Juſt gain? and why will you make yourſelf 


15 * 4 
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far it, .are more frequent than their worldly 
neighbours. in every felikious exerciſe, The true 
ſtate of the caſe now. ſeems. to be this: worſhip ' | 
is a neceſſary part of religion, attendafce to the 
duties of our ſtation is another neceſſary part. [ 
| To attend tp both of theſe in their ſeveral ſeaſons 
and according to our opportunity, and to exer- 
\ciſe a. Chriſtian principle in, both, is what is, 
here intended by the term 


ene 


\ 
„ 


(eig) 


fo unpoptlar ana diſagreeable by your-ſingu- 


larity and ſtrittneſs Por why will you ritk 


the diſpleaſure of ſome worldly friend or pro- 


tector, who might be of uſe to you or your 
family if you would follow him inſtead of 


tollowing Chriſt and your religion. Lou 


will ruin your ſeif at this rate; you will nbt. 
have bread to em; you will certainly be 
ſtarved. But the religious man may anfwer 
as this multitude might have anſwered, 1 
am determined to laave all for Chriſt, and I 
know: that hie is both, able and willing to pro- 
ville for me: I will follow wherever religion 
leads, though it ſhould chance to lead me ever 


1% far feom my paſt connetlons, or habits, 


andi mannen of life, for I will truſt in God 
who will not ſaſſer me to ſink while I an: en- 


gaged in his ſerwce In truth the loſſes and 
inconveniences Which threaten a man on his 


becoming religious are in general apparent 


. only and not real: they are aften à mere 


phantom which vaniſhes when he makes the 
experiment of being really religious? or ra- 


ther they are a temptation by which it pleaſes | 


God to try his fincerity, for at-4s a maxim in 
the ſchool of Chriſt that © he that ſaveth 
his life ſhall loſe it, and he that, loſeth his lite 
(that is be who is willing to give up all 


that is dear to him) ſhall ſave it, he ſhall. 


have maniſeld more in the preſent. world, 
and in the world to come lite everlaſting,” 


Wr in hort, whilerhe is fol- 


lowing 


: 
N 
! 


ot 
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lowing: Chriſt as thismultitude was, hike ever 
een mute S904. awd for 
tent nt 4 
$43 o. OM HA "T4 | > Pa P74 Lab ( l : i 
„ Has then, sd ai oime of: ſcarcity are | 
5061 and di ſtreſſod, and are trembling for your 
daily bread, learn, if you are the faithful fol- 
lowers of Jeſus, to put your whole traſt and 
__ confidence in him. Cannot be who choſe to 
Fork a miracle for this multitude, rather than 
let the, feebleſt of them faint in their bodies, 
an account of their having left home for his 
ſake, provide bread for his followers in this 
age alſo? This is one of the great le ſſons 
taught us by this ſto We ll profeſs to 
truſt Chriſt with our fouls.” This -ſtory»is to 
teach us to truſt him with our bodies alſo, 
and to put away that anxious care which 
people eſpecially are apt 10 feel concerning | 
the morrow. If thou art. ſerving God in the. 
way of a diligent and honoſt calling, and haſt 
an evetlatmg hope in Chriſt, fear not as to 
thy worldly matters. A truly religious matt © 
indeed, who has his heart in heaven, ill: not 
19 be anxious, as the men of this world are, to 
| | have any great portion in this life: like the 
= apoſtle Paul, having food and raiment 
_ therewith he will be coment. People ſuf- 
fer in general from their vanity or falſe 
| ſhame, or at the worſt from their dread of 
| future want, much more than-from their ac- 


tual want he-whoſe thoughts are raiſed above 
earthly | 


_——_— 


We 8 8 


OF 


r 


E 


% 0% a. i A. A. 
. * Ve 


(. 15 ) 


earthly, things, and Wwho puts his cheerful 
truſt in God has theretore/a\vondertfuladyan- 
tage over irreligious men Whenithere comekx 
a. ſeaſon, of diſtreſs. If times are hard he 
frives)iv dis / true to. be more dihgent in his 
calling. hut hauing thus done l, duty, he 
truſts to him ho provideth the young ravens 
with food, andzelathes the hlies of the field, 
and whoſe prayidence orders all; things / for 
hir, and in * this: ſenſe therefore ii lie takes 
no thought for the morrowi, leaving the more 
row to take thought for the a of afelt;. 


far N rot ment e og 180 rege 
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his having iſhokin abus/ſirongly; of dhe“ 


duty of truſting Godin aur tempatul matters, 


which cannot be carried too far while we 
neglect no part of That” diligence which be- 
longs to us, let. me now remark a nher y cir- 
cumſtance which ;is-mentionedagards; the 
end of this ſto We read that oh Ib 
muiti tuda were fil le O xiſt ſuid to dhlssdajcaplery.} 
Gather «up the fragments that nn at mae 
lang belt J ot 3213 el. nod notte 
Gee 2329 ene e SIOW I 14 ah 
Wh of ſtriking leſfon af 8 45 . 
oi Safiour's ive us by this p recept.”. * G 


ther. ae e e ay 1 t 1 5 


that 35, & crumbs, and 
chende bus by HY ke Aer rt; 7 
en . 49425, t 50 Nin om 3025 | 
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"0\Now'H Chritt had ſaid this o nit of ns, 
* 2 ſhoul#have been in dunger of re 
plying: to him ſome fuch manter as Me Il. 
owing. ' “ But why heed! ve 'hrouble our. 
telle about i lie fe feẽCctumbs . h ſhouts 
wel mind ſud h trifles d Religion does not 
confit» in deſetndyng to ſuch matters as 
theſe: and what a mean thing will it ſeem, 
to go about athering the ſcraps which are 
ſeatteted all over the mountain; ? for as to the 
' fil chers can be very little of that left; there": 
can Only. be a little bartey bread . 
witich We may as well leave fon the next 
perſon that paſſes, or for the towls gf the ait 
to feaſt upon. And moreover, it is unnecęſ- 
{ay td g after" it“ now fore pe eople Wave 
, e . not palling tor any" 
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4 wh 12 it ly non be Wp W e r 0e 
cenſurs din G. ed meat ti 
favburice cats und dogs Lan Fedde to pdult iv, 

Which i — waſte always wrong and un- 
ſeemly, but peculiarly ſo at the. preſena period: 
this is often done for the ſake of the entagy 1 

pleaſure which the ma 3 feels in ſeèing the 


ro rather n good 1 

l like the fo wis e alr Oy. 

50% mi bo rive {ually 1 pon Fel or 5 
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is not inconſi erable in its effects. 
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mengen A all. "TW 
{Jomielof") £ . e =P 
106: #fqubleſbme t gat her up 9 
e eee ee ee 
was no” 
1 juſt then at hand. there wo W "het 
ody to eat Mem when they: were were hütheted. 


Our Saviour however W 
und 1 mik it can n dqubt * 
both he and his apoſtles Med for many 
after, on the twelve. baſkets of the fra gen 
abe hue bark haves. 2 are i have 
if her ane dbte #09 them thut — 2 
-That ſo much cas4webog baſkets ſhould be 
ed with thay was uhdoubtedly! el part of 
the fxwme mi Whielr Has been already 
Ipo hben af: methinks however, it: may be 
Hero dr,, that if after ſometuf our me- 
derm feaſth, - all che. fragments that remain 
were to by gathered up and ſet before us, the 
quantity i Mk muf er woulch etceed al} 
i maginatipn, in much chat at might ſeem 


perhaps ike another miracle 
eli AMA nog won; tall, 9d. tt! 


Bud H all idle / andi luxurious 2 i Pf 
thus. generalty by out Saviour,” or- wutreh 
more criminal "muſt it be in the preſent fed- 
-fon.- Letius alltheryednſider welt this leffon, 
and let all ranks among us, rich and poor, 
maſters and ſervants, vie with each other in 
trying to relieve the preſent ſcarcity, each 


B 3 of 


fas) 


angle rondefecnding. to pi dhe 
2 ments N Wag eat 2 
9 — ing be heft 


40 Uſes: —— 2 new 1 


pemgee n &ORAMY.coandihis 
Stuch Weave been much, afgaid, may hr 
e eee 


e when thy had: farm 0 
DM on id. This ie & Truth 
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cant init Che tort M. 
o ele ſtruck the whote 

und as they ere all- at thut time 2 a > 
-appearaice 1.of a great! pane ts vob 
eſuded-i hat chis muſt be· che perlon. „Happy 
vuld it deaf we, Whahever Prawidenbe 
git her afflittis ar delivers u ον“m vin dibe 
wander acknodledye wer Divine hand and 
"Ad ſay; under all' higwarious dealings14h- 
2 M. as awe. have: equal reaſon th. de, 
+ this,4s. of agzuth. .dnlpijnſation1h.ahat 
AM: nech over thecvarld.” Bisig 
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| "Though we have now gone. through the 


[ | 1 tory s: L. canngt, wahs lkave.'bf u weeticrs 
e Abo addreliingn en {atther, oblervatzons 
| 3 _ to cachof; three feyergl flafles of people. I 
mean do dhe rich, ohe moderate cir- 
zen enen ade AUKeTNP Porr. 
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viditatiahyof 


ples an cafarnanded-: batithe. 
* remain that, 
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e fads 333 eri 


„ Ar . n IH 1% Sat 
To the firſt let me (az Fuse bing fi more 
— hana „dein rate of 
a 


but the tutrf is big table. himſelſ and his diſ- 
'ipley are the waiting: fervams+ 7 drink no 
8 eme dhe and 
the! food ot en dna few:: ſmall 
hes; when the dba over, the dif- 
'overnor. of 


ents which 


—— — the fragen 


ho roll: whe think tb 


| — youiſelves by your pompoand luxury, 


and proſuſion, come then and contemplate 
this How. does it put to ſhame 
ſhauing dupborrüs and fplendid feaſts! | 


tarcibly»does this example preach eee 
af. modemion! I mean not indeed o 


diguuy 
cenſure that hoſpitality whichi4s only ſuitecl 


the Sun of Man, 


feaſt . —— 1 


T5 


to men'$; ranke Of to blame any: othen e- 


circuumſtances, though I wall make; a 

mark, that muſl peuple are apt te over-rate 
their own tanke undsthät true chti ſtian ſim- 
phy. conſiſts not in falling ſſiort merely uf 
thoſe. few perſons ho are notoxious, and 
perhaps ęven xidiculous for their: pomp and 
extravagance, but that it conſiſis in conde- 
1 ſcending 


pence, 4hat is requiite to perſons ſinchigher 


Kao) 


ſcending even to keep e little below the com- 


mon level of people in our ow er wh 
2 4k ff . YA arte! A; +614 Jot 


Bu ires-furthev, th 
3 * . 
1 


r wewnling, in 
22 . 2 
pes. niz in dhe e of their: table, 


bes HO 


2 10 
and partial — 


the F 4 een 
times ma this EN 
ol economy, — ofithe 
tat ious and proſuſt nem onr' Ne d 752 
ee -ovitwy,” by!wiy e 
; br watery aro, br or hm, 
25 as \caveful i up che frog. 
ments of: bread at cheir tables, as the very 
diſciples u CThriſt. But if they would be 
* let them irmitate“ the whole cha- 
| er of Chriſt, © We realttin Holy Writ, 
that there was @ time (the period ſdems in- 
deed to have been a very Mort org). when it 
ze the faſhion for great crowds of people, 
of all. ranks and Feb Ap go aſter John 
the Baptiſt, in che wilderneſs, Hr all td. 
und , Fudea, and they: of Feruſatem, end all 
the peaple of Jordan, went forth to be-baptimed, 
confe/jmg their fins. Euen the rulers and chief 
22 ſcen in company with the muki- 
tude attending on the poor prochet; and all 
the phariſees, with their long robes, were 
— around the 72 avhoſe- raiment was. 


camel's 


6 * 


eue z. han, and who had e leutberh girdle 
about' his bind, and whoſe mat 10h lch and 
ꝛ 01%, honey, for repentance was the faſhion. at 
that ſeaſon,” juſt as faſting" is all the tage at 
preſent.” But when} — at th Phariſees 
ou Saukluirees coniing 2 buen of bin He 
410; methinks, would he'rebake: ſotne of 
—— ſonsof che preſent day ſſot 
ſome ſuch I fear may be) who; while in 


affected tendernefy to the poor, they are 
ſaving a fei hits of hread with the one hand, 


— away hundreds off: unds With: 
the other. on their vices) diſſfpation, and 
luxury. Mh hutß auurne y0u "to flee from 
the wrath” to vun What pretence cm” 


or religion? Bring >r th there, 28 
meet fr rapentance. ia then 4 297 ref 


conſiſtently: with this ſelf-deny ing ohamnkter 4 


vou have aſfumed. Renoumce your Pride, 
give no ſod w your vagi * difthife 
your: luxuries ahogether. opening 
with a fand eats tarp 07 'eharity; 
by: the redutton in your' Whole eftabli 
ment, which you aviay \now. make. © Confefs 


alſo yours: 4 po Aer pray 
to your: faſtings Repent, 'in-ſhort}' * 
whale of you naſt Hfe, and betuke 
(elves to thes malen df your 8 Savion . A* nh 
#877 >} - 28 re | 


N in „ 7 2 18 ont FO: "Buy 


er be added te 


malie either to ſell-denial, er benevolenee. 


cepts Which ſuch, 


( 8 |} 


But Tet us direct our rebuke in the next 
place to ſome individuals in a lower claſs ol 
ociety, Many there are of the middling 

rank. of people, who, having ſet out in life- 


too expenſively, are now ſo burthened, 
chrough the late increaſe in the charges of 


Iving. g. chat there are almaſt as great objects 
0 among this claſs as among the loweſt. 
88 have laid. the foundation of their 
reſent difficulties: and temptations (for dif- 
hculties' hke theirs are ſure to be attended 
with temptations). by, ſetting out on a falſe 
prineiple, I mean particularly. 4 e 
of rivalling and NE, odo as 
others do, andito ſpend What others ſpeng - is 


the wretC| aed rule by which they have pros 


ceeded, a rule Which it is one 7 the rſt 
principles: of a chriſtian to renounce, Be not 


confarmed to this world; — Love: not the world, 


nor the. things. of the world. —If any! man e 
come after me, let him deny. lumſelf, and take” 
up has eig and:gollow we. beds are pre- 
rſons, perhaps, may now 
ſee. to be not only harſh as they may once 
have chouglu, hat friendly evento their 
worldly , EO and altogether kind , and: 


Charkahle. Ah! let theminow quit that ex'- ; 


A the men of the world, Which has. 
entangled them, and let them learn Kr 
worldly. and; heavenly waſgom;: by copyi 
after the pattern of briſt. Then alſo a} — 


moderation 


bo. r through the new fund Which their 


4 


o * 


o * 


„ 
moderation will ſupply, to imitate the bene. 
ficence of their Saviour He becoming his in- 
ſtruments in multiptying bread to the hun- 
gry, in ſtead of ſhrinking, as all ſuch perſons 


are now ſeen to do, at the very name of a 
W _ the poor. | 


But there are bers of W the fameKial, 
who, though rather more ſucceſsful in the 
wonld/'arealmoſt as little diſpoſed to any afts 
of charity, for as yet they wait till they have 
got together for themſelves in the firſt place 
an' ail and ſolid fund. By-and-by they 
hope to be rich, and then their charity will 


begin. To füch T wiſh to remark, that if 


you ſay you muſt be rich before Jo begin 
to 10 be charitable, you never will begi Let 
ſuch be reminded of the ſtory we have been 
relating, and take a leſſon from it. What if 
the twelve diſciples had ſaid, that before 
they could part with any portion of the five' 
barley loaves which Chrift put into their 
hands,” they. muſt claim a right to feed them- 
ſelves up to the full ? Would they not have. 
ſhewn a ſad want of faith in Chrift ? Would 
they not have been very unfaithful ſtewards 
of the bread intruſted to them? And "thou 
art an unfaithful ſteward of God's manifold 


Fil. if thou dealeſt not thy bread to the 


ngry, and if, eſpecially in a time of need 
like this, thou delayeſt, under any pretext, | 


to ew merey to the poor. Thou art as 
much 
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much a ſteward as ever theſe apoſtles Were. 
We are all ſtewards oy we have of every 
ki d, isꝰ committed to us as ſuch: the apoſtles, 
no doubt, took to themielves a part of the 
tood committed to them; but; what was not 
needful to them they readihy diſperſed;: and 
the bread increaſed in their hands, through 


- 


the Divane-Blefling upon it. God. in Alike 


manner, permits thee to apply to: thine own 
uſe ſuch patt of the goetl things Which Fro- 
vidence has ſent, as may be truly needful 
for thee, and in diſpenſing a part to others, 
he fall continually increaſe thy ſtore. It is 
true miracles have ceated, but it may be here 
re marked, that the very manner ig which our 


Saviour's miracles were wrought was often 
ſuch as ſer ves to inſtrutt us, in reſpe& to 


God's more ordinary diſpenſations in the 
world; / thus to inſtance in the preſent caſe, 


our Saviour made uſe of the apoſtles as his 


inſtruments in feeding the multitude ; and 
it Was in paſſing through their hands that the 
bread increaſed in a manner unperceived. 
Juſt thus God uſes man in theſe days, as his 


inſtrument in ſupplying the wants of his fel- 


low-creatuyes, and juſt thus alſo it often 
pleaſes him to enlarge more and more the 
Uberal man's income, a8 it is paſſing in acts 
of charity out of his hands: for hei eafy as 
it for the Aluughty to do this withont any 
appearance of miracle, merely by the ordi- 
nary courſe of his (pravidence, and to diſ- 

8 | Bs appoint, 


E-0 ) 


appoint, in like manner, the covetous perſon. 
his gain, as a juſt Judgement * him. 
God can ſend loſſes in trade, a eavy debt, 
or a ſecret and unaccountable Ver, on aman's 
character. or = can viſit the covetous, yet 
ſucceſsful ſhopkeeper, with ſame lingering 
ſickneſs, which he ſhall cauſe to run throy 
the family, and devour more than all the pro- 
fits of the ſhop; Let the.trader who beheves 
in 'Providence, take advantage therefore of 
theſe hints, and let him recolte& alſo that 
there is a ſ in the wiſe man, which is 


is that ſcattereth, and yet increafeth, and there 
is that, wi .haldeth more than is meet, and 
yo it tendeth to poverty.” 


| But now, laſtly, 1 addreſs m fat to the 
poor, and to you, what can I fay more en- 
courgging or comforting than that our Lond 
himſelf was poor, and that rough p. poor be 
Was patient and content, The 
holes, and the hirds of the air have 2 5 0 
the Son 'of Man had not where to lay his 
head. We call to you, therefore, as well as 
to the rich, to come and contemplate this 
ſtory. Behold our Savior with uplifted 
hands, and with thankful and efu] looks, 
giving praiſe to God for this meal of water 
and barley bread, and when it is over, com- 
mandin his diſciples to gather up the frag- 
ments ta remain that nc thing be loſt, Can 


pos 


( 96 ) 


i you fit down 10 à piece of barley bread with 
equal cheerfulneſs, and you with, equal gra- 


| | +  titude give thanks? You think, perhaps, That 
TH vour lot is hard, and that you are worthy of 
1h a better fare; but was not your Saviour alſo. 1 


worthy ? . Surely he, of whom: John the Bap- 
tiſt ſaid, „the Jatchet of his ſhoes 1am not 
worthy to unloofe,” had. a beter tule' than 
any which you can plead to a good ſhare in 

the things of this life. OTA. Lo. 


But you are hurt poſſibly through. your 

- having heard or ſeen much of the luxury of 
the rich around you, and | you have thus 
learnt to condemn them altogether as a boch; 
of moſt unchriſtian end wicked people. No 
it is remarkable that when our Saviour was on 
earth, he many times entered into the houſes 

. of the rich, where he muſt have, witneſſed. 
their ſuperior enjoyments, Yet. we find no 
inſtance of his carping at what he-ſaw, or of 
his ſingling them out as the only wicked rank 
Wn. of people. I fear there are ſome 
poor men who, think that reproofe o the 
rich are very much wanted, aud who per- 
haps in reading the preſent. tract, may have 
received peculiar pleaſure, from thoſe paſ- 
ſages. which bear the hardeſt on ſome. of their 
ſuperiors, and who nevertheleſs, though they 

| affe&t to like plain dealing, will perhaps be 
1 more offended than even the rich themſelves, 
| | if any remarks. however juſt and true ſhould. 
go (IS © Toy ae 


| = 


— 
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ed not about your on faults but about 2 J 


4 


truth for- a little ſound knowledge on this 


5 ſubject. We, find in the; ſacred , | 


criptures that in the time of eee 
wing _ 


were men of all ranks. and conditions 
in the world much as, there are now: mention 


is. occaſionally made of #:ngs, e | 


and chief prieſts, «of. pofſeſ{ars of lands and 
houſes, 0 {el rs , luer and purple, of 
chef. captains alia. and centurions, as well as 
of ſoldiers, and failors, and fiſhermen, and 
multitudes of common people. Now at may a 

j tt le help. our judgment in the preſent queſ- 
tion, to enquire who were the wicked people 


ol thoſe days. Does our Bible tell us that the 
| Pogrer <laſ 


was pure and virtuous, and al- 


ways.in the right, and only a few rich men 
a - wicked 


* 
3 2 —— 1 — 


r 


— OY — — 
= . 
„ „ 


— — 


— 22 wen 
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here to no lalt 


wicked ang in _s wron e read. i ir ſeed 
of a Herg@arrgytd'in r ,, whe who wr ac. 
count of his pride was' Chad's rms and 
| gave up pe gh „ but we are alſo 
that a of the people were ſharers 
in his ſin; having even ea him tot; for 
Herod's chief conſiſted-in not rejebting / 
the giveth him by the multitude, when 
15 1 


Ae voice J a, Cod, and not the vdice s man, 


pn K. who becauſe he made Hines for Diana, 
— wickedly the mouth of Paul be- 


cauſe he preached the ttue God; but it hap- 


pened in this caſe the that all ine common 
workmen who, their bread by the ſame 
partook Hharget in the guik, and — 
pro 2 nd gathered wund chem alſo, fo 
gh here ines of the violence and 
yrs a mob} *© tat" all with one voice, 
hers e pace of two hours cried out, Great 


1% Diana of the E hefians.” We will men- 


tion =" ne othigr proof, how dreadfully | 
both ri d poor have fhewn themſelves 
Iiable 0 pwnd the fame crimes ;. 1 allude 
a crime than the crucifixion 
of our Saviour. The Phari — 1 grant _ 
ſome of the foremo# in o og hriſt; 

chief p whe ur were they pv took counſe 67 by 
"they, m m te death; a falſe apoſtle 
e ed fp Pilate, # time ſerving 


u bred am 1 5 n be remem-· 
J LT i Is peel 


— 


cẽried . that as voice wa; 


© read of Demetrius a great felver- 


— 


— 


( wy } 
bered at the fame time that it was the #lulti- 
tude that cried Crucißy 25. Crucyy Aim. 


| Tete Ii dee A are by no means made 
IMs i! Ley, of loading 0 135 8 ranks 
of people with peculiar or of favour- 
BE gh eneral Mer ef ol. the hi higher, but 
merely 157 * *4 of coritradi inge chat falſe 
ſentiment, which ignorant or deſigning men 
Who ch Pos 12 the poor have oſten put 
abroad, ee the poor axe always | 1 | 
virtuqus, and the rich the wicked art 
community; a ſentiment. which lor. 
facred as well as prophane, flatly Seba 
2 which: our own: obſervation of the pre- 
| ſent times, 1 ky are not ſtran y blinded by 
rejudice, , mult contraditt, a 50 truth ol 
Fora: it 18 the love of, truth. which makes us | 
peak it) we are all naturally very corrupt 
and prone to,yield tq;qur ſevgral ter ne : 
or rich a mere 4 articularly- in a 
prou d/and 55 Urious, and regardle 15 
125 appineſs Is of their inferiors, . while, the 
Pour. are in .equal danger of not 5 erly- 
| getting the whom. Gad has p 
thier, and o becoming i ng 


reaſonable, as well as i ous and i 
Ad, bah. impatient, FD 
t he fig be of our common father we are 


an 


of 
* 8 in „ like. {c o many nr ve areal 


d di 4 ore 8 The: kin ind Pay we do ih the do- 
| ,our guilt, 


inſtead therefore of 
quarrelling 


* 
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uarrelling with each other about the proper 
viſion of the fin that is due to the Kere veral 
claſſes of ſociety, it would be better for us all 
to humble ourſelyes in this day of our viſita- 
tion, and to confeſs with one voice that we 


are unworthy even, of the moſt common fa- 


vours of God's providence, and as holy 
Jacob obſerved har” we are leſs "than the left 
of all ns merciet. But as 1 am ſpeaking now 

to the poor let me more particularly obſerve, 


that if 1 27 Door man in ſtead of venturing 


beyond his n, (for I wiſh to meafure my 
words) into the vaſt hiſtory of kingdoms and 
empires, and of the great affairs of ſtate, 
would retire home and look a little into the 
more plain and'fimple hiſtory of his own paſt 


"life, and if he would try to trace the evils 


Which have befallen him up to their pro er 
' fource, with as much care as ſome men be- 
"Row on tricing the evils which have come 
upon the-kingdom, he would perha s find 
that more of the hardſhips he now ſuffers are 
_ owing to his owndfault than he would ima- 
gine without fuch examination. Either want 
of induſtry when. he was young, of want of 
economy when' he was a little. older, and 
might eaſily have Nad v up Wee of 


A emo Chaſtity, ah ſobriety, or want of 


cter for ſtrict truth and ec integrity ; 

want of 1 rudence 1 in ſome of the important 
eps of his life, and above all want of reli- 
gion, which 1s the root. indeelf of the' other 


f . 


TH 
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: ſins J have named, whereby alſo the bleſſing | 
al of God has been withdrawn from him 
id] theſe are the cauſes which bring a poor man 
1 into ſtraits, and which lead to rags and all 
e manner of wretchedneſs, Which A it dif- 
- | ficult alſo to recover; 83 that it ſeems: both 
y _ eaſier and pleaſanter to plunder à mill 

7 / _ even to pull down a kingdom, than to A 
* by the ſow means, of patient indliſtry, truſt- 


ing in God, and exerciſing the grace of ro- 
pentance, Here therefore Tet me warn the 
More; 1 induſtrious poor to beware of join- 

1 Ang themfelves with ſuch characters, beware 
even ol the firſt tendenc of ſuch a ſpirit, 
beware of lending the, ſmalleſt countenance 

to their proceedings. Paul, who became af- 

1 SA fierce. zoſecutor of the. chriſtians, 
3 mY merely 97 ng the raiment of thoſe 
who' ca the ner, at t Stephen. —You who 

0 Ne -omfort. men of riotous diſpoſitions, 

0 155 "ſeem to comfort them by ſtand- 


vor V WAY a.” 


i am hem, may by mixin in ſuch 
495 pany 12 oth pr pro re te ende 275 
their foirit and though your crime be not 
equal to that of Paul, yet remember I 

power 0 overnment is gr ordained 


God, and at he that' reſo "I 132 ot 


Ae cor ding — , Co Hat Te 
hall Fecerve th? ; henjelvesc con dem van 2 K 


Il now fnally. 18 me adviſe you a the 


5 N « — the evils of * 5 
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not to be tdb inxious 3bott any of che e things 
of this life — What 77323 arid complain- 
} have we lately, Wicit 125 of 
5 es, and ag. and butt; and 
ſcribing, becaufe one of the, antickes. of 
'vur food = become dearer for a few months 
than it is in common, and how many a poor 
man is there who has gone intq a v a0 per- 
haps to receive his loaf of bread at a oted 
price, whom n ng coul induce to enter 
into the church bem many a month to ether. | 
e read towards the 5 of this. chapter, 
from which, our ſtory has been taken, that 
Jeſus ſeeing many of the fame perſons & | 
om he had di ributed the bread: again 
| crowding after him, He, d unto them, "Feral, 
verily & ay unto y fel me, not Wegs 
ye /a rac tat becauſe ye. did * 
- Hanes and were ed. Juſt has 3 int 
days, many a poor man Fo! after! he le wes 
in the Velo who cares ** bt oe, reli - > 
; ous inſtru8ion which is olſe in th 
a. | 


= Tabour not (aaded our e # ute 
| wt that periſhe fry W 1 fer, the meat that en- 
T3 Lhe unto > lang e, which * Son of 


; l nt — the bread « 
e e try Hh4T, 


; Sth that believeth, on me le e 
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Where are the, ſick Whom he healed, the 
lepers whom he cleanſed; and the blind 


All the Various events of life: our earthly 


* * . 


of, Chriſt; inſtead of bk 


| they, Hall . no more, neither thirſt any 


(, 33 ). 


Where is now that generation of men 
who received their bodily fogd thus miracu- 
louſſy from the benevolent hand of ' Chriſt? 


whom he reſtored to ſight ? Alas! Death has 
long ſince cloſed the eyes, and again ſtopped 
the ears which his miraculous power ha Fi. | 
pened ; and the grave has recovered it's dou 
minion over the dead, whom he, for a time, 
raiſed up: but though the bodies of theſe men 
have been mingled with the duſt, their ſouls | 
live for ever; the benefit which they received 
in this world is over, but tlie other part of the 
bleſſing which, our Spvioyr offered, follows 
them into eternity.—So is it in our caſe, as to 


lealures and our pains, and cares and anxie- 
1 and joys and ſorrows, our days of ſcar- 
ag. and of plenty, will ſoon be over, 

21 be as if they 140 never been; but the ſpi- 
ua good Which: is drawn from them will go 
with us into the LN which is to come. 
Then they who, ha 8 moſt afflicted in 
this life, rovidewthe fe pln y profited by 
their afflittion, An en in the ſteps 
eted in this evil 
world, ſhall meet t ol their approving 
Ge "for there 25 ware or from 
troubling, and the weary ſhall be at reft ; there 


mare, 
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fountains of waters, and God 
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iR ann | r 
mare, neitler ſhall the, ſun hght' en them, 
nor any: heat ; they Mall be led by the living 


all tears from their eyes. 
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This Day are PUBLISHED, 
Price gods 28, gd. per 100.30 for 1s. 3d. 25 forgd, 
The C 1 oeeeh or, the Danger ot. Evil Company 
A New Ha of of a True Book, in Verſe 
True Stories of Two'Good Negroes +... + 
Huſbandry Moralized, or 2 N Sunday Reading, 
for a Farmer's Kitchen, Part I. 
Wonderful Eſcapes from Shipwreck 
The Apprentice's Monitor, or Indentures, i in Verle, to 
be hung up in Sho F 4 2 
Fable of the Old Man a che Bundle of Sticks 
Providential Deteftions of Murders, by H.F ielding, Eſq, 
The Roguiſh Miller, or nothing got by Cheating, 4 
True Ballad 
The Market Woman, a True Tale, in Verſe 
he Gin Shop, or a Peep at a n in Verſe 
The Horſe Race, | 
Religious Advantages, &c. oy EA 


Price 1d, or 48. 6d. per 100, 50 for 28. 6d. eg for 18. 6d, 
Hiſtory of Tom White the Poſtilion * 
The Two Shqgemakers 
Life of Wm. Baker, with his Funenl Sermon, by the 
Rev. Mr, Gilpin 
The Two Soldiers 8 | 
Hiſtory of thePlaguein Tl EY fuitable Thoughts 
»hepherd of Saliſbury Plain, Part J. 
Lancaſhire Collier Girl 
Paics 1d. + cach, wa gd. per 190.50 for gs. 9d, 
for 28. 3 
Watts's Hymns for Chigren — with Prayers 
$T Great allewance will be made to Shopheepers and Hadern 
A Variety of entertaining Hiſtories in Froſe and Verſe, 
will continue to be publiſhed, Monthly, at tho 
CHEAP REPOSITORIES—Some goad- Book, fit 


for Sunday Reading, will be fold every Month for an 


Half-penny or a Penn 2 As all theſe Books will be 
neatly printed in the ſame Size, they will, if ſtitched 
cogocer, ſoon make a valuable and cheap Volume | 


*— 


On the 1 of June was publiſhed, 
The Shepherd of Saliſbury Plain. Part 1I.—-The 
2 Mill. Boy, a Parable, — and 1988 Robert, 


the 1 of July, 


The good . s Legacy Daniel in the Lions 


Den, —and the Newcaſtle Collier, a Ballad. 


5 On the ot of Auguſt, 

Hints on the 1 Scarcity.—The Happ Wa. 
terman.— The Plow-boy's Dream. a Ballad, 
and the Riot, a Ballad. 


On the 1 of n 


Noah's Flood. —The Second Part of Tom White; 
or the Way to A {Rein Dame Andrews, 
. a Ballad. 


On the 1ſ o O ober, = 
The Harveſt. Home — The Two Farmers, part I. 
—and the Honeſt Miller, a Ballad. 


On the 1fft of November, 


The Parable of the Vineyard, —The Two Farmers, 


Part 11.---and the African Woman's { mental 
tion. a Ball © (3) | 


On N. it op December. 


The Troubles of Life. —Sorrowful penn 


The Merry Chriſtmas and Happy New Year, 
a2 Ballad. 


And other Pieces on a fimilar Plan, on the iff of 


every Month. 


